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CONGRESS,

The Senate was ot in session yesterday.

The House of Representatives laid on the
table the Senate bill to recompense the discov-
erer of practical an@sthesia,

Mr. McDougal, from the Committee on the
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for
& semi-monthly mail from the Atlantic to the
Pacific ocean, and its consideration was post-
poned until the first Morday in June.

The House went into Committee of the Whole
on the bill settling the claims of the legal rep-
resentatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased.
Without coming to a conclusion upon the sub-
jeet, the House adjourned until Monday.

BENATE AND HOUSE PRINTING—
PATENT OFFICE REPORT.

%We observe a paragraph iu some of the
papers to the effect thut e application by the
Sunute printer for a mandamus to require the
supeciutendent of the publie printing to deliver
10 him the agrivuliual portion of the Patent
Olf e Report, was resorted to in consequence
of ue iuabiuty of the connuitteé on printing to
decule the quesiivn.  In justice to the comwit-
tee, it is proper to state thut they had no diffi-
culty in deciding the question preseuted tu
them. They were of opiuion that it was a wat-
tar which the Juw had devolved upon the su-
perintendent, and that Lis decision was final.”

The sbove is from toe Washington Union of
vesterday, and we copy it for the purpose of
stating that it is (as sundry other publications

and rumors of the past ten days have been) an

entire misrepresentation of the affair.

The committee were of the opinion that the
law did not allow un appeal to them in this
purticular case, but did not express the opinion
that the decision wus final and conclusive.
They simply decided the question before them,
and decided no other question. The sole ob-

< ject and intent of those who have been instru- |,

mental in bringing the affuir before the public
appears to be to prejudge the case, and prevent
o fuir, just, and legal decision of the question.

That the printiug of the entire Patent O ffice
Report legally belungs to the Senate printer,
no person who is familiar with the luw can
deny; and that the most disreputable efforts
have been made to deprive him of it, we may
soon take occasion to show.

Why the Union, at this particular time, just
one day in advance of the decision of The court
on the application by the Senate printer for a
mandamus, should call public atteniion to the
subject, we will not underiake 1o say.

We have studiously forborne to allude to the
questions that lLave arisen between ourselves
aud the Union, and bad indul_ed the hope
that the Union would be restrained by the same
motives of delicacy that operated on ns. In

this, however, we have been disappointed. We
ere perfeetly willing to leave the decision of ths
question to the joint priuting committee, or to
@ jury, of to any umpirage properly selected.

. MILITARY SUPERVISION OF CIVIL
WORKS.

The Union having yielded several material
points in the controversy now pending as to the
propriety of employing officers of the army to
do duty in various civil stations, we had hoped
i would, upon farther reflection, defer to the
popular will, and surrender ali. But we are
disuppointed, u:‘d fiud that its editors take
shelter behind the armory question, and most
vigorously defind the propriaty of retaining
that brauch of the public service under the ex-
clusive control of army officers. The proposi-
tion of thes Union is, that the armories ought
not to be classed among civil works ; and, in
that view of the subject, it refers to the luws or-
gunizing the Ordnance department, to show
the nature of the duties imposed upon the ord-
nauce officers. These duties are to {nspect and
prove arms, ammunition, and orther ordnance
stores, and to make contracts and purchases,
and submit estimates under direction of the
Beeretary of War. In no part of the laws to
which the Union refers us, can we find that the
duties presefibed for these officers embrace
the manulucture of muskets, rifles, and other
small arms. It is not, therefure, by the laws
organizing the Ordnance department, that the
urinories are made military establishments, any
more than the private foundries where cannon
bave been made, or the powder-mills from
whence the powder used in the army is ob-
tained, are changed from their civil character
to mi t.ry works,

I he na iona! armories, if we remember right,
were established duriug the administeation of
General Weslington, and at his suggestion,
It was no part of his policy w0 place them under
military officers, or 10 regard them in any other
view than as civil works, necessary to 'el.ai..h_-
the government to supply itself, by means of
its own “fuctories,” as they were then called,
with its own arms for the defence of the coun-
try. The Secreinr)' of War, General Enox,
went so fur as to suggest, in his report, the pro-
privty of employing apprentices, with a view of
securing “ expert workmen,” and thus impress-
ing the * factories ™ with an unmistakable civil
character. Wé do not know that this idea was
carried out; but nothing is more certain than
that they were commenced under civil superin-
deunce, and 8o continued through Washington's
administration down after the orzanization of
the Ordnance department, and until the year
1241, when doring the first month of General
liarrison’s term the civil superinténdents were
dismissed and ordnauce officers appointed over
Yhem. The next year, 1842, by almost super-
human effort, Congress was induced to ratify
the action of the War Department and give its
ganction to the change,

If General Washington, with his experience
s & military officer, his practical wisdom as a
statesman, and his devotion in all mensures of
policy to the best interest of the country, had
deemed it wise and proper to subject the work-
men in the national manufactories t9 the im-
wediate contrul of military officers, he would

e —— — .
| have so recommended; and his policy would ! telligence and high character, honored with
! have been, perhaps, adopted. But he did wo | the coufidence of the President, and infinitely
~sach thing; and succeeding administrations = better qualified to decide questions of this ¥ind

for forty years continued these establishments
in the hands of faithful and competent civilians,
without any change of the system which Wash-
ington had instituted and approved.

We agree with the Union, that the compara:
tive mwerits of the two systems may be best
tested by the results, and without, for the pre-
sent, presenting any new figures of our own,
with which we are well supplied, we shall ex-
amine those submitted by that paper. We give
the tubles as they appear in the Union :

SPRINGFLELD ARMORY.
Arms made. Expenditures
therefor,
During superintendence by

military officers
During an equal period of

supertntendence by civil-

[ansseesessossase seeess 165067 2,100,056 20

HARPER'S FEERY ARMORY,

Arms made. Expenditures
mrel'nr.

183,700 1,687,087 95

Duoring «uperintendence hy

military officers ...00000 129454 $1,620,541 31
During an equal period of

superintendence by civil-

IBNSesesssasnnns teasan « 143,180 2,114,570 02

T4e total expenditures during the same pe-
riod, for machines, buildings, repairs, and im-
provements, were ; v
At Springfleld. At Harper's
! ) Ferry,
During superintendence

Ly milivury offivers. .. .54580,865 44 $614,408 31
During an equal period

of superintendence by

civilians. . «ees 185521 80 374,048 46
The conclusion from this exhibit is, that the
expenditure of public mouey in the manufac-
ture of arms is much greater under the eivil
than under the military system. , But, it: will
be cbserved, that no enumeration of the ele-
ments which make up the aggregate cost of
manufacture is made, aud the reader is left to
conjecture of what items the sums total are
composed. It may be the naked appropriation
for that purpose, with uo part of the expense
for tests, repairs, new machinery, &e,; or it may
include a portion of the sum expended for these
purposes. The rule adopted by the department
i3 arbitrary, and may be used to produce any
result most desired. But let us analyze these
tubles for & moment, and see what results are
produced :
EXPENDITURES UNDER MILITARY SYSTEM.

For manufacture of arms at Spring-
field
For mianut
L 4
For *repairs, imfrowmeml. and

81,857,087 05
1,620,541 31

reol armsat Hurper's

sesrrananas .

new muchinery,” at Springfield.. 456,500 44
For “repairs, improvements. and
new machinery,” at Harper's ferry 614,498 01

84,515,603 41

EXPEXDITURES UNDER CIVIL SYSTEM.

For manufacture of arms at Spring-
field
For manutaciure olurids st Harper's
TEFPY oo s esvnrvssareronssnarssns
For - repairs, improvements, and
new machinery,” at Springfield..
For % repairs, hnprovements, and
new machinery,” at Harper's furry

........................... $2,100,056 20
2,114,570 02
168,591 £0

370,046 40

84,777,104 57

Excess of expenditnres under mili-
tary svatem over civilesooieaa.. . 41,008 44
To thiz sum should be added..o... $70,000 00

For puy of military officery, in command, which
is admitted to have heen received by them
out of appropriations for the pay of the army,
and not included above, while the salaries of
the civil superintendents are estimated in the
sum charged to the civil system; making the
total axcess $111,308 44,

Thit special appropristions under each sys-
tem, etand as follows:

' MILITARY. |
At Springfield armory......
At Harper's ferry arniory

$150.505 44
614495 31

$1,101,363 75

&185,521 &0
374,046 46

At Springfield armory ... ... i ola
At Harper's [urcy arinory . coeeeeiee.

562,045 35
Excess of expenditure by the mili-
lary over civil system. .. ... seees  SH3IBTO0 40

Thus under the head of *repairs, improve-
ments and pew machinery”—the purposes for
which these Epecinl appropriations are made by
Congress—the military superintendents have
expended nearlv twice as much money in the
same period as the civil.  This result.it will
be remembered, is shown from ther own fig-
ures.

Every man in the least degree acquainted
with the mechanic arts knows that, within the
last twelve years, the period covered by the
military system, immense improvements bave
been made, not only in mechanie skill, but in
machinery and all the facilities of manufacture-
Indeed, it may be safely said, that during no
similiar period in the history of our country
have such rapid strides been made in every
branch of the mechanicarts. With more than
a million of dollars at their command—
with the benefit of the most improved ma-
chinery, the increased experience of work-
men, and a thousand facilities which were un-
known during the periud of civil superintend-
ency at the armories, for the rapid and perfeet
execution of work—how happens it that the
expense to the government of keeping up these
armories i3 greater now than it was twelve
vears ago? If as is asserted, military superin-
tendence is more economicul, and military offi-
cers are 5o much better fitted for the manage-
ment of the armories, with these great advan-
tages over the civil superintendents, surely ,a
better showing than this should be made. Ci-

vilians during 12} years spent only $362,000
for new machinery and equipments; while for
the same period the military spent $1,101,000,
Besides, the military supervisors had the bene:
fit of the expenditares for machinery and im-
provements made under-the previous civil su-
periniendence. To what extent this last sum
was calculated to increase the capucity of the
urmories, with all the advantages of improved
machinery during that period, can scarcely be
estimated ; and yet it is o Jamentable fact that
they have not kept pace with the improvements
in similat establishments sustained by private
citizens! !
“ We have before us a statement made on oath,
before the late commission at Springfield, by
the Hon. Henry D. Sniith, one of the commis-
sioners, and a practical mechauic, who “ wag
personally engaged for twenty five years in
making contract arms for the government,” in
which the condition of several private armories
is noticed, He says:

“ The management of all the private armories
above alluded to is, to al] appearance, good
equal,-if not superior, to that of“the Springfield
avmory ; and the improvements in the machine-
Ty, lests, und ,uwurkmam»‘u}: have leen
than in the national armory at Springfield.”

This is the sworn statement of s practical
manufucturer of arms, of great experience, in-

than any of your mere men of science with no
practical ability. But, fortunately, the proof of
this important truth depends not alone upon
the testimony of Mr. Smith. The commission-
ers at Springfield not only had ocular demon-
stration of the fact, but many disinterested wit-
nesses corroborated his statement.

As reggrds the cost of the arms, under each
system, there is and always will be, n difference
of opinion, umil the rule by which it is to be
estimated shall be fixed and agreed upon. The
ordnance departnfent has one mode of caleula-

‘ting, while business men in like employment

have another, We see no reason in the world
why the exenditures for stylish quarters, orna:
mental grounds, and other ummecessary extra-
vagunees should not eater into the caleulation,
since government has to pay for them,

But, if the testimony of experienced men is

to be believed, it is not true that the cost to the
government was greater under the civil system
than it is now. Even il it was, there would
be good reasons, not affecting the efficiency of
the system, why it should have been gréater.
As we have fully shown above, the military sys-
tenm bad immense advantages over the civil in
the extent of the appropriations, the increased
skill of workthen, und the improved character
of tools and all kinds of machinery. Work-
men, from their increased facilities, do infinite-
ly more work for less money than they did
under the civil system, and the item of wages
is thas greatly reduced. Materials cost no
more now than they did then; and, though it
i3 estimated that the lubor in making & musket
costs three dollars and twenty-nine cents less
now, no corresponding reduction is made in
the aggregate cost of the arm,
The Union speaks of the * old model” as an
inferior arm, and gives the military system
credit for the “ new model,” which is represented
as far superior. It is hardly fair to institute
such a comparison, with a view of disparaging
the civil system, when both models were pre:
seribed by the ordnance board, and without
their authority the civil officers had no right to
change the one for the other. OF the troops
under Generhl Taylor at the memorable battle
of Buenn Vista, there were but two regiments
armed with the * new model,” while every other
one used the “old model," and we have heard
no complaint of their inefficiency, The idea
that the arms manufactured under military su-
pervision are superior in workmanship, is
grossly erroneous, and we make the assertion
with the utmost confidence that we can main-
tain it. The commission at Springfield had
the arms of both periods before them, with
compelent practical armorers to strip them,
and explain the excellencies or defects of their
respective parts.

The testimony is published, and we have it
now before us, We have not room to quote
from it, or we would lay copious extracts be-
fure our readers. . Suffice it, that the testimony
was sufficient to convince every man-on the
board, except the two military officers, 1hat the
“ workmanship on those made in 1853 was far
inferior, in many dmportant particulars, to
those made in 1840."

As an evidence of the uniformity of con-
struction, and as exhibiting the superior per:
fection of the arms made uuder the military
system over those made under the eivil, the

armories, on the subject of certain damaged
arms, whieh were taken to pieces nt Harper's

Ferry, and their several parts found to inter-
change with great exactitude. The evident
object is, to create the impression that this fa-
cility of interchange of the several’elements
of an arm is due to the skill and science of
the military superintendents who have brought
the manufacture of arms to admirable perfec.
tion. Nothing coul be more unjust. That
credit is due tothe eivil system, and the official
reports of the War Department, made long be-
fore the military system was institated, abund-
antly show it. But we have before us a very
able report upon this very sulject, made to the
House of Representatives on the 12th day of
Jauuary, 1839, by the Hon, Wm. Cost John-
son, which is 5o much in point that we cannot
forbear to make an extract. This, it will be
observed, was more than two years before the
military superintendents were appointed at the
armories :

“The most experienced transatlantic officers
and artisans admit that the muskets and rifles
now made in the United States are superior, in
point of finish and usefulness, to the best made
in Europe. So perfectand improved has been
the system adopted in our factories, that we
have accomplished what a board of French
officers pronounced a desideratum that was im-
possible. They thought that it was impossible
s0 to make a musket, that a part of the work
made fur one would suit or fit the residuary
part, made in another shop or factory, and by
different hands ; that the springs aod screws,
made to suit a given lock, could be made with
such unil’urmit}v aud precision as to answer for
the corresponding parts of a different lock.
They thought that, if part of a musket wag lost
or injured, there could not be taken a similar
part of another, and make it quadrate with all
its uses, but thut the aid of a mechanic must
be employed or the musket be discarded.
Such is or tas been the fact with the arms
wade in France, beeause the filings of the
various paris are 1egulated chiefly by the eye.
This is not the case in our national factories.
The system ol machinery is reduced to such
perfection that every part of a musket and rifle
is made with suchi nice precision and accuracy,
that every strew or spring, made for a given
part or purpose, will lit every musket or rifle
that is made in each of the public factories.
Take any partof a musket made in the Spring-
field fuctory, and it will be precisely, in every
particular, like those parts made at Harper's
Ferry. All the parts of two muskets muy be
taken asunder, though one be made at Harper's
Ferry und the other at Springfield, and thrown
into an indiscriminate mass, and there may be
taken from the heap thus blended, at mndyom,
the component parts of a musket, and these put
together ; and iEe musket thus formed will be
as perfect as precision can be, although halfthe
musket be made at ove fictory and the other
half atr'the other. The chief of the Ordnance
department  has frequently tried the experi-
ment with success. Hence a musket or pistol
made in the public factories of the United
States is almost indestryctible; for, from the
fragments of arms on & battle-field, n musket can
readily be put together as perfect as when first
made,

The improvements made in the rifle are
still greater. The cammon rifle can be loaded
and “‘“‘_""“l‘i:"d but fwice in n winute, while
Hull's ritle, made ar Harper's Ferry, which re-
ceived the load nt the breech, can be loaded

and dischurged eight times i
of time.” €td eight times in \he same space

tendency had been already accomplished, what |
did not strike the military inspector at Har-
per's Ferry until 1852 as anything very re-
markable, & desideratum which French officers
pronounced impossible. To such perfection
had the workmanship been carried at the arm-
ories in 1839, that even transatlantic officers
and artisans could not withhold their praise of
its excellence. The report of Mr. Jobnson
shows great futhiliarity with the subject, and is
o deserved tribute to the skill and genius of the
worthy citizens whose work he applauds. g
If the Union understood the condition of the
workmen employed at the national armories, it
would know better how to appreciate the diffi-
culties under which they labor, and the com-
pulsion by which they are restrained from
leaving whenever they choose. The necessi-
ties of their oceupation often compel them to
submit to wrongsswhich other mechanics would
not endure, The system of dividing labor in
the manufacture of arms is such that a work-
man is confined to a single branch, and learns
uo other. Itis an important object for him,
then, to have n permanent place in the armo-
ry; for if discharged, employment cannot easily
be had in his line, and he must either learn a
new trade or starve. This is the dread alter-
~native which arbitrary dismissals, for trivial
and unimportant causes, may sometimes pre-
sent to & worthy and accomplished mechanic.
If the editor of the Uaion, instead of drawing
his information from those “ prejudiced or in-
terested” in sustaining military supervision
over the armories, would take the pains to in-
quire of those who have suffered from military
rule, either at Hurper's Ferry or Springfield, he
would find that their objectiqns to the system

from reading newspapers, or engaging market-
ing, These are trivial' matters, of which they
never complained; but which are repeated by
the military advocates with untiring pertinacity,
while graver and more serious objections are
unnoticed., To all reasonable rules, the armo-
rers bave always given cheerful obedience; to
those which are vexatious, arbitrary, and un-
reasonable, it would be unreasonable to expect
them to submit. Command and obedience are
words which belong to the camp ; they are un-
known in their military sense in the workshops
of the American mechanic. But it matters
not whether the charges of “petty tyranny "
and “ despotisin " are true or mnot, as applied
to the military commandants at the armories.
It isenough to know that the citizen mechanics
of the country have an instinctive repugnance
to all that savors of military rule; that they hate
and loathe it when applied in civil pursuits,
and can never be patient and satisfied under it.
It is a creditable and patriotic feeling, and the
government should so far respect it as to re-
lieve itself instantly of all agency in the con-
tinuance of the system which offends and pro-
vokes that feeling.

v

ITEMS OF NEWS.

ToE ComyenciaL CoXvENTION—REGATTA.—
The citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, will
long be remembered by the delegates of the
convention for their strenuous endeavors to en-
tertain their visitors by every' description of
rational amusement. The balls, excursions,
&e., in honor of the ocecasion were gotten up

Union quotes from a réport of the inspector of

in a style indicative of taste and liberality, and
contributed in a high degree to compensate
for the frowns of the storm-king.

On Saturday a grand regatta took place in
the harbor, in the presence of an immense con-
course. The scene on the East Battery was
most animated, alihough the wind, blowing
almost a gale, prevented the sport being so ex-
cellent as it otherwise -would have been. !

“ The committee would have wished, under
the circumstances, to haye postpouned the re-
gatta untilsome morefavorable day; but, fearing
that the members of the convention could not
then be present, they resolved to proceed, and
the duy’s racing came off in the following order:

“FIRST RACE.

“8ail boats (not exceeding 8 tons.)—Prize,
silver cup, value at $50.

“Uhdine, 27 teet long, 8 tons—W, E. Snowden.
“Sluggard, 25 feet long, 63 tons—IL, E. Vio-
cent. 7

“Ida, 28 feet long, 74 tons, J. R. Lachicotte.

“The Spray and Louisa were entered; but,
being light weight, had to be withdrawn,in
consequence of the rough weather,

Undine started at 4h. 33m. and first

round came in at 4h. 53}m, - - 20}m,
Second round came in at 5h,
12m, - - - - - - 18}m.
Total - . - - - 89 m,
Sluggard siarted at 4h. 273m., and first
round came in at 4h, 484m. - - 21 m,
Second round came in at 5h. fm. - 194m.

Total 2 - - - - 40}m.
Ida started at 4h. 41§m., and first round
came in at 5h, 9m. - - - - 17tm.

Second round came in at 5h, 294m. -

Total e, L - 47hm.

“Distance of the two rounds, about 6 miles,
blowing almost a gale, and the boat under
double-reefed sail the first round. During the
second round the lda shook outthe reef, and
made better time.

“SECOND RACE,
‘Row-boats, (not exceeding 6 oars.) Prize,
0

U,
*Unexpected, (“The South State,”) 40 feet
long, G oars, plank, G. H. Davenport.
X ‘_'.]Iuaqm‘n, 45 feet long, 6 oars, plank, 8. N.
ailey.
*Chicora, 35 feet long, 4 oars, plank, R. B,
Chapman,
“}}ﬁ:ln,
choff.
“The Un 'ed came in first, the Joaguin
second; Ckm and Bicla dis:’snced. ﬁaoe
not timed.
“The pilot-boat skiff race did not come off.”

26 fect long, 4 oars, canoe, N. Bis-

More Girrs.—What o kind-hearted man is
Josian Perbam! His charitable spirit is never
at rest. A third “gift enterprise” has been in-
stituted in Boston under his direction. The
principal “gifts” are a “valuable farm,"” the
trotting mare “ Lilly Dale,” and a * perpetual
loan” of ten thousand dollars.

Epwarp De Liox, formerly associate editor
of the Southern Press, of this city, has been
conlirmed by the Senate as consul-general to
Alexandria, in Egypt. Mr, De Leon is a jen-
tleman of fine literary acquirements, and we
hipe to see some “ Egyptian” sketches from
bis graphic pen,

A New Boox, entitled “Spirit Manifesta.
tions Examinedand Explained,” by John Bovee
Dod, bas just been issued by DeWitt & Daven-
port, New York, Itis said to be a complete

are not confined to mere rules restraining them |

Correspondence,

of the Asia—New York all adh’»:-%
al announcement of the Apprenticeship
tem in Cuba— Opinions of a Cuban Refugee

—®The Late Dreadful %Mlun ﬂﬂj‘:’f*“ 4

W’ along the Coast of Jersey—.,

of the Steamship City of Glasgue.

New Yorx, April 20, 1854.

The European war is now the great Mael-
strom which absorbs everything within the
world-wide spbere of its action. T'his morning,
in uxdpacmtiun of the steamer Asia, Wall street
was dormant, the bulls were quiet, and even
the bears were anxigusly waiting the news.
The whole city appeared to be in a sort of sus-
pense, awaiting the intelligence by the steam-
ef. Huappening to be at the corner of Ful-
ton and Nnssau streets, between the Herald
and Sun offices, about twelve o'clock, 1 ob-
served that there were groups of newsboys at
both corners in anxious conversation. Pres-
eutly the heavy report of a piece of artillery
came booming up from the North fver; it
was the Asin's gun, announcing her arrival.
Tustantly the newsboys took off their caps and
gve cheers; and an bour later, although

e steamer brings very little uews, the streets
are musical with the cries of “ Extra Herald,"
“ Extra Sun," “Got the urrival of the Asia,”
_and all the town is asti, Apd thus the inter-
Zu will (t::nl.iuna to inc:iene as the nations of

Surope become more deeply engaged in the
awful horrors of the strg ’gla ﬁgra them.
What the end may be, Gocﬁ orly knows; but
the believers in republican principles and the
prospects of “ mavifest destiny” are full of hope
and confidence, and think that there is “ a good
time” very near at hand for what Kossuth was
in the habit of styling “the solidarity of the

les.” No doubt the old rotten despotisms
of lsurope will be terribly shaken, if not utterly
destroyed, before this tremendous convulsion is
over. Shall we entirely escape the coptagion ?
Who can answer the question ?

You will see, by the last advices from Ha-
vana, that the ap?renticeahip system is fairly in
operation in the Island of Cubs, under the offi-
cial sanction of the government. This is,
therefore, the practical beginning of “the Afri-
canization of Cuba.” I have seen this morn-
ing an intelligent Cuban refugee, and a man of
wealth and influence among the Crgoles of the
island, who says that the question is now fairly
presented, upon which, the future destiny of
Cuba is to determined. 1If the United States
pause now, said he, the permanent establish-
ment of the emancipado system, comprehend-
inghthe rapid abolition of slavery, will render
Cuba as repulsive to the south as Jamaica.
What can we do with an island of free negroes,
except to make it a refige for the fugitives of the
Gulf'States, and the centre of future insurrec-
tions among the ignorant blacks of Alabama,
Louisiana, Florida, and Georgia? Without
undertaking to answer this Cuban, I may say
that the commercial interests of this city be-
ing identificd with the Cuban question in its
southern uspects, we are very anxious to know
whether our government intend to appropriate
the golden opportunity, or to let it pass away,
never to return.  Can you, gentlemen of the
Sentinel, give us any light upon the subject?

The lute dreadful storm has left the most
beart-rending evidences of its violence along
our sea-coast. The wreck of the ship Pow-
hatan, with upwards of two hundred souls on
hoard, every soul lost, of the Manhattan, the
Underwriter and others, between Sandy Hook
and Cape May, render in a fearful account of
the ravageg of the wild sen nlong the Jersey
breakers, in the number of dead bodies washed
ashore. There are men in town from the
scenes of these disaters whose reports of the
wreck, and of their observations among the
dend bodies, give us the most painful ideas of the
sufferings and horrors which the doomed pas-
sengers and seamen must have imdergone, be-
fore their sufferings were ended among the
mercilesy waves. Think of a stont ship lying
for two days among the breakers, with over two

wndred souls on board, and then broken to
pieces by .the rush of the devouring billows,
with not a soul from the wreck left alive to tell
the tale, and nothing of the wreck itself to be
seen but a few broken fragments of the ship
earried to the shore upon the surf. How pain-
ful the reflection that here were hundreds of
emigrants, who, after weathering in safety the
tempestous Atlantic, were wrecked and swal-
lowed up within astone'sthrow of their promised
land of deliverance from bondage !

Now, what should our governmeut do to
guard against these disasters? The duties of
humanity are paramount. Between Sandy
Hook and Cape May, along the coast of New
Jersey, the sea is slllow; and here, when a
storm is driving towards the land, the ocean
waves run over the smooth sand with irresist-
ible violence. Nothing but a strong steamer
or g life-boat can live in them. The Treasury
Department, therefore, should have one or two
steam revenue-cutters, adapted to the duty of
rescuing the people from ships that’are driven
upon the shoals before they are torn to pieces;
and they should be located between New York
and the mouth of Delaware bay, to meet such
emergencies as those of the late storm. Prop-
erly proyided with life-boats and the necessary
appliances, a good stout steamer, if she had
failed in towing the Powhatan out into deep
water again, might have rescued every soul on
board.

After the most stormy and disastrous winter
within the memory of living man in these lali-
tudes, We had hoped that, with the late savage
snow-storm of nearly four days’ duration, there
would follow a glimmering of spring. We had
such o glimmering yesterday, but it was
nothing more.

In the afternoon the sky was overcast, and
to-day we have a cold and dismal rain, good

- | to all appearances for two or three days dura-

tion. T'his continuous outpouring ofsnow, hail,
and rain, must seriously embarrass the spring
work of our farmers, and at a period, too,
when their extra exertions will be required on
a large scale, tosupply the extraordinary wants
in breadstuffs and provisions .of the European
belligerents during the coming summer,

The Asia byings no tidings of the steamshi
“City of Glasgow,"” which left Liverpool for Phirv
adelphia, on the Ist -of March; with four hun-
dred passengers on board. Where is she?
Gone down, perhaps, among the icebergs, or
blown up, or sunk from a leak’; or, it may be,
driven cff her track, and safuly moored in
some distant port, This last supposition is the
Iast hope for her. Nothing has been heard from
her—nothing seen of her upon the sea. Let
us hope that the story of the “President,” of
which nevera vestige was recovered, will not
be the mysterious fute of the “City of Glasgow.”

Let me close here for the present. Itis
hardly fitting, after discoursing upon these sad
disasters of the stormy ocean, 10 touch upon
lighter topics. Let us be ready for brighter
skies and better tidings, ADVANCE.
o= S S—— T T ———

ENUINE WHATMAN'S DRAWING

Papers, imported direct from the manufac
turers, of all sizes, lur sale by
j W.C. ZANTZINGER.
Stationers’ Hall, adjoining Irving Hotel
Mar 27—4tif

WASHINGTON HOUSE,
NO. 223, CHESTNUT ST,, ABOVE TTH.,
Philadelphia. -
A. F. GLASS, PROPRIETOR.

LASTIC RIBBONS, &c. At Lammond’s,
4 Tth street. can be had Elustic Ribbon for un-
der-sleeves, Porte-monnaies, and Silk Purses;
Toilet Powder, Hurrison's Extiacts, Transparent
Toilet Soap in bars ; Lyon's Kathairon, and Barry's
Tricopherous, Ox-marrow. Pomade, & ¢,

Apr 2—3reod

YEAR WITH THE TURKS, OR

Sketches of Travel in the Eur‘glmun and
asistic Dominions of the Sulian, by trrinTon
W. 8myth, M. A, nccompanied by a _map. Just
received ot TAYLOR & MAURY'S

{

l‘ lhﬂl .Fpem !hll. uﬂdﬂ'tho dvu .nwin.

Apr 19 , near Oth street,

~ Cangressional.

relief from such seurces.

desire more

_— ~
THIRTY-FHIRD CONGRESS,
FIRST SESSIPN.

Friday, April 21, 1854,
The Senste was not in session to-day.

House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com-
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury,
enclosing estimates fur the marine bospital at Sun
Fragvisco. Laid on the table, and ordered 10 be
printed.

ANASTHESIA,

The bill from the Senate, 10 recompense the
discoverers of practical anmsthesia, was taken up,

when

Mr. HAMILTON moved that it be referred 1o
the Committee of Claims, He remarked that, il
there were a belter attendance of memkun. he
should move to lay it upon the table,

Mr. BISSELL proposed that the bill be sent to
the Commitiee on Military Afiairs.

Mr. LETCHER expresstd the lope that the
bill would not be seut 1o the Comuiittee of Claims,
He did not consider this any claim at all ; let it go
Lo some other commitiee,

Mr. ELGERTON said that, during the last Con-
gress, the subject was under the consideration of
the Committee on Military Affairs, and should
be sent there now. The Committee of Claims
know nothing about the case, nor do they wish to

now,

Mr. LETCHER wished to make a proposition.
He believed there nre a dozen doctors in the
House, and they should be organized into a spe-
cinl commitice 10 take charge of the subject.

Mr. BISSELL gave a single reason why che bill
should be referred to the Committee on Military
Affuirs. They who bave looked into the matter
have noticed that the memorialists, whoever they
ure, claim xomething on account of this article, the
anwsthetic agent, huving beeu used in the army
in the mode discovered or intended to be applimi

by them.

Me. HAMILTON, without intend'ng to dispar-
age the Committee on Military Atfairs, preferred
thut the bill should be sent 10 the Commitiee ol
Claims. This is a private claim, The bill uppro-
pristesone hundred thonsand dollars to the dis-
coverers of the anresthelic agent, and the benefit
of the lstter is 1o go the entire people of the
United Stustes, when the money shall have been
paid from the treasury. There are five or six
gentlemen claiming the eredit of the discovery,
and they are, by the bill, reguired 10 contest their
claim belore the circuit court for the northern
district of New York, without cost to them. "I
the discoverers have riglhts, thédy should maintain
them under the patent luws of the United States.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill
Be laid upon the table; and the question having
been taken, it was decided inthe affirmative—yeds
&2, noys 40,

He moved to reconsider the votejand tolay that
Tmotion upon the table, ’

Mr. BISSELL appesled to the gentleman to
withdraw the motion; but

Mr. JONES refused 10 do so.

My, BISSELL said it was scarcely respectinl to
dispose ol the bill thus summarily.

"I'he question on the motion of Mr. JONES was
p:}lt and decided in the afirmative—yeas 82, nays
46, :

MAILS TO AND FROM CALIFORNIA.

fir. McDOUGAL, from the Committee on the
Post Oifice and Post Roads, reported a bill pro-
viding for a weekly mail service between the At-
lantic and San Francisco. It was read for in-
formation, and embraces the following features :

1. The Postmnster General is authorized and
direcied 1o contract with the lowest and best bid-
der. afier the usual advertisement, forthe transpor-
tation of the United States mails from New York,
Philadelphia, or Baltimore, and from New Orlenns
to San Franciseo, snd from San Francisco 1o New
York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore, by the " most ex-
peditious and practicable route.

2. The service to be semi-monthly. under such
directons as may be prescrised by the Postmaster
General, or . weekly mail each way, provided
that the entire ¢ost shall not exceed $250,000 per
annuim.

3. No contract under the provisions of this act
shall be for more than four years, and the Post-
master General is authorized 1o make a new con;
tract whenever greater expedition can be be se-
cured. !

4. All laws now it force anthorizing the Post-
master General 1o imposze fines and penalties for
failpres in mai! carriage, are made applicable to
any contract which muy be entered into in pursu-
auve of this aet, '

Mr. McDOUGAL said that necessity demands
there shall be a weekly mail service, and that the
bill hed been prepared with much care. He
wizhed 1o have the measure fairly submitted, and
to affurd every oppostunily for due consideration;
therefore, he moved to postpone the further con-
sideration of the sulject until the first Monday in
Juune, and that the bill be printed,

The motion was agreed to.

PRIVATE CALENDAR.

The House resolved itsell into a Committee of
the Whole, and proceeded to the consideration of
the bill for settling the claims of the legal repre-
sentatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased.

Mr. CHANDLER spoke in fuvor of the bill, ar-
guing that our government, by virtue of treaty
stipnlation, is under obligation to pay the claim.
between three and four hundred thousand dollars,
arising from certain commercial transactions in
Spain thirly years ago.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, replied, denying
that this government bad assumed the liquidation
ol this debt. :

Mr. GERRIT SMITH brieily spoke in favor
of the bill under consideration. ;

Mr. GIDDINGS, regretting deeply that lie came
in conflict with his excellent friend, (Mr. SaiTn.)
opposed the measure, contending that this govern-
ment does not owe Mr. Meade @ cent.

Without disposing of the subject, the commitiee

dse,
And the House adjourned till Monday.

PRESENTATION OF MEMORIALS,

Mr. LINDSLEY presented the memorial of one
hundred ond four citizens of Vermillion, Erie
county. Ohio, praying for an appropriation for the
repair of the east pies of the harbdr of that place.
Referred to the Commitiee on Commerce.

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island, presented the
memorial of citizens of Providence, Rhode Island,
protesting against military superintendency of na-
tional armories,

Communicated.

Messrs. EpiTonrs: My attention having been
attracted by an editorial in a late number of
the Sentinel to the professional gkill of Dr.
Levi, of Pdris, who is at this time on a p1ofes-
gional visit to Washington, I called to seehim;
and,shaving a patient in my family who has
long been n martyr to the painful disease which
he professes to cure, I did not lsesitate to call
liis attainments into requisition. Suffice it to
say, that he operated in the case without the
slightest pain to the patient; and, although
nearly a week has elapsed, she has haa no re-
turn of the distressing affliction under which
she has so long labored. I believe that the
cure is perfect; and would therefure recommend,
to all who are thus afflicted, to give the dontor
a trial. Dr. Levi is a regularly educated phy-
sician, and he comes to Washington with testi-
monins of characfer and professional success
which entitle him to expect the publie patron-
age. Let no one be deterred from calling up
him by the invariably but just outery against
miserable pretenders who go through the coun-
try professing magic powers im the cure’ of
corns, whose only claim to public toleration is
to be vindicated by the accuracy of the esti-

‘mate which they place on the value of their ser-

vices to the afflicted. If they do no good, which |
is invariably the case, they at least put a light
tariff upon l.{e sufferers for their fully in seeking
e
ractice npon that principle ; , 88 ‘he per-
Il"orma whnﬂe promises, his charges will be re-
rded as very moderate by those who know

g
what it is to suffer from corns.

AN ENEMY OF CORNS.

[The name of the ‘T;‘llfou levin!‘. wiltli:;::::t
it inviles
S Muf !niaiurnum to eall upon

y]

GH BRUF¥,

him pe
“Draughtsman, in every brunch.
J' “‘-%’:u ihl.i:; sireet, next to K

Jan 24—1m Washington City.
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- Foreign Intelligence.

"DETAILS BY THE ASIA.

The al muil steamer Asia, with Liverpool
dates to gn.llmlay. the 15th ivstant, being ihree
days later than the advices by Lhe Arctic, arrived
at New York on Thorsday, ot 12§ o'clock.

The Arabia arrived out on the morning of the
Sth. The steamer Wushington arrived at South-
ampton on Saturday.

he Asia passed on the afterncon of the 16th
the steamer Canada, and on the 20th, at 3 o'clock,
a. m., signalized tbe steamer Europa.

A man numed Boache has been arrested as the
assassin of the Duke of Parma,

¥From the Seat of War,—The Russians are
dismantling their fpitresses on the Island of Ak-
land, st the mouth of the Gulf of Finland.

The navigation of the Gulf of Fiuland is now
open as far us St. Petersburg, the ice no longer
torming an obstruction.

crossing of the Balkan mountaius by the Russians
a cause of war.

The English and French governments entirely

reject the proposals of 1he Czar, founded ou his
letter 10 the 15:; of Prussia. ;
. A despaich from Berlin ssys that the negotia-
tions between Austria and Prussin were not yet
clored, but Prussia bad joined in a protocol signed
at Vienna on the 3d of April between Great Bri-
ain, France, and Ausiria,

In the House of Commons, on Friday, Lord Rus
sell confirmed the statement that Austria was con-
centrating troops on the fronticrs of Servin, but as
negotistivns were still in progress, he could not
stale What course Austrin would pursoe.

April 20th is sppointed as a pational fast day
throughout Great Britain.

The London Gazette cantains an order in coun-
cil, dated the Tth of April, stuting that the Russian
merchant vessels, which ot this date shall be in
any of her majesty's Indian territories under gov-
ernment of the Eust India company, or within any
of her majesty's foreign or coloniul possessions,
shall Le allowed thirty days from the time of pub-
lieation of this order for loading and departing ;
and if met gt sea by any of her mnjesty’s chips,
shall be permitted to proceed, if, upon examina-
tion, it shull appear that their cargoss were taken
on board before the expiration of the above term,
providing they have not on board any officer in
naval or military service of the enomy, or any ar-
ticle prohibited, or contraband of war, or despateh
1o the Russian government.

Also, that any Russiin vessel which, prior to
the 20th of March, shall have sailed from avy for-
eign port, and for ber mojesty's lndian territories,
or foreign or colonial possessions, shall | e psr-
milted 1o enter such port or place, und dizcharge
their cargoes, and afterwards forthwith depart
without molestation ; and that any such vessel, if
met at sea by any of her majesty's shipspsi all be

rmitted to continue their voynge 1o any port not

lockaded.

A despateh from Vienna affirms that the Greek
government had purcha-¢d three Russinn ships of
war lying in the port of Trieste. with all thg jua-
terinl of war which was on board, The same de-
spatch state< that the combined teets were about
te blockade Odessa.

A letter from Odessa, dated the 235th ult., states
that on that day there war not a man-of-war in
the port of Sebastopol. This stalement, however,
does not st all comeide with the statement made
in the Honse of Lords by Lord Clarendon.

A telegraphic despatch from Copenhagen con-
firms the intelligence of the Russians having evac-
uated Akland, .

The terms of the new propositions made by the
Emperor of Russia, already announced in our col-
umns, are confirmed, and it is added that the Em-
peror declares himself ready 10 allow the details to
be settled by means of negotiation in a congress,
which might, for instance, be held at Berlin,

A project of luw has been presented-to the
French legislative body, augmenting 1he contin-
gent of 1853 by the number of 60.000 men. The
Moniteter denies the iruth of the report that the
government is about 16 raiso an additional force
of 100,000 wen.

The possessions of the mosques are to be de-
clared the property of the State, The refusal of
Sheik-ul-Islam to consent to this arrangement
was the cause of his deposition.  All the wilitary
posts in the city of Constnntinople have been rein-
toreed, and strong vuards patrol the streets.

It is waid that the impernal family of Kussia will
proceed to take up its residence in Moscow.

Itis now believed that the Prussian govern-
ment leans towards an alliance with the western
powers, though this tendency will not be immedi-
ately manifested in any overt act. It will be
shown by a rupture with Russia, an event which
every duy becomes more immingnt. The explan-
ations given by the minister at war to the com-
mission on the loan will not be included in the
commuuication about to be made to the second
chamber.

The Turks were not driven back on 1he 224, but
made a spontaneous retrogade movement. At
Tultzeha, the Russians lost above 1,500 men. Two
battalions were cut 1o pieces.

The Peris correspondent of the London Times
writes on Thursday evening, the 6th instant: Des-
patches were received to-day at the Turkish em-
bas=y trom Vienna, (for their accuracy Ido not
vouch,) confirming what was said yesterday about
the defeal of the Russian General Uschakofl; and
the retreat of his corps in Besanrabia.

It is also stated that the forts said to have been
captured are still in the hands of the Turks; that
the Turks have crossed the Danube at a point be-
tween Nicopolis and Ruostehuck; that 20.000
Turks are on their way to Trajan’s Wall or Bos-
sooa. and 25,000 Turks for the same direciion to
Schumla. Reports are also rife about advaniages
near Kalafat, but all these 'have to be conlirmed
officially.

The Paris Patrie states that the accounts of an
advantage having been gained by the Turks (n
the lower Danube appeared to be confirmed. It
18 positive that the general-in-chief of the Russian
army, after the passage of his troops iuto the Do-
brudscha, considered his position so critical, that
he immediately demanded reinforcements from
Bessarabia, Odessa, and even Sebastopol.

According 10 a private letter from Constantino-
pla, the English and French squadrons entered
the Black sea on the morning of the 20th, steering
in the direction of Varna. The Charlemagne wus
the only ship remaining at Beicos. 1t was re-
ported that this measure was combined with a
movement of Omer Pasha.

Mustapha Pasha was advancing his troops in
three lines in the direction of Trajan's Wall. The
fleets were between Baichik and Varna on the
291h, '
Several arrests having place at Parma, and,
am?‘ug others, the supposed murderer of the

uke.

Spain.—Forty thousand artizans filled the streets
of Barcelona on the 13ih. They were unarmed;
and when summoned to digperse. ihey refused.
They then turned their steps towards the Garcia
suburb, in order 10 join their comrades outside the
whalls. The gates were then barred by the troops,
who, when pelted with stones by the mob, had
recourse 1o their armis, The result was, that sev-
eral of the roob were killed and wounded, alter
which they dispersed.

¥rance.—The eminent banking firm, Leroy,
Chabrol & Co., has stopped payment. The liabili-
ties of the firm are estimated at from twenty-five
to thirty millions of franes, s

Parrg, April 4 —The lerislative body has eanc-
tiowed, by n majority ol one hundred and eighty-
four to filiy-one, the institution of a prosecution
against M, de Montalembert. The Central Jewish
Consistory of France has petitioned the Emperor
10 Extend the privileges about to he obtained for
the Christnins in Turkey to the Jew s who way be
subjects of the Sultan.

Pagis, April 16—The legislative body had sub-
witted 10 it 1o-duy a hill increasing to 140.000 men,
instead of S0,000, the number of recruits °f“h°
clars of 1853.  The Monitewur, of 1o duy, says: “A
report has been circulated that the 80\'31""',“3"1 i
about 1o maken fresh levy of 100,000 men.” This
statement is not exact. What is true is, that the

vernment.is to present to-day 10 the legislative

y # bill 1o augment the coutingent for the ser-
vice of 1853 by 00,000 men. The Monitenr an-
nounces that the Austrinn ambassndor presented
an au ph letter from the Emperor of Austrin
to the Emperor Napoleon,

Prussta.—Benrvin, March 20.—The committes
on the lonn has lately had important conferences
with tife president of the council, many of the de-
puti beﬂu‘ pr t. The presi ot the coun-
oil said that the Prussian government, in aceord
with iffe cabinets of Yiennn. London, and Paris,
snd founding itsell’ on the views expressed in the
conlerences of Vienna between the four powers,
will use all its efforts for the re establishiment of
peace, He did not, however, enter into any de-
tuile, M. de Bonin, the minister of war, did not
reply to all the questions put to him by the com-
mitiee ; but the explanations given by him pro-
duced a grent impression on the members ot ir,
and it was resolved unanimously to propose to the
second chamber 1o vote the loan,

I is stated by n gentleman arrived from Berlin,
that on the 20th ultimo an important demonstra-
tion of public feeling sguinst Russin was made in
that vity. Numerous bunds marched in procession
through several sireets, boaring Hags with inscrips
tons in favor of Turkey, France, and England,
and erying : * Long live the allied powers!"  The

It is now rumored that Austria will make the



